Proposal for Greater Gauteng/PCC Birding Region Checklist 

Roger Fieldwick and Etienne Marais 

Purpose 

To present in summary form, a concise annotated checklist of all birds recorded or occurring in the wider Gauteng Region as defined as 100km from Pretoria and Johannesburg. 

The list aims to present a summary of PCC, SABAP1, BIRP and Club data  thusfar collected and provide a short narrative overview of the bird. Birds rated as “Gauteng Specials” will be given more complete treatment -  (approaching that for those included in the Lanarius articles), but this will be limited to 30 species. 

Main Introductory sections for Booklet: 

1. Introduction to BirdLife Northern Gauteng, History, activities and profile of the club. Other Birdclubs in the region.  
2. Description of the area, altitude, geology and vegetation types

3. Map of the area showing main birding localities.  

4. List of Reserves/Birding Localities. 

5. Getting Involved – an introduction to “Birding with meaning” contributing to the Atlas Project, BIRP, CWAC etc. How to get involved. 

6. Key to Checklist:  

The checklist is compiled in the order followed by Roberts Birds of Southern Africa (VII Edition, 2005). The Heading includes current English name, synonyms, Scientific Name, Afrikaans name and reference numbers, namely Roberts 6 number, Roberts 7 (Page number). A key for Red data RD and Endemism (NE-SnA, E-SA) would also be included here. 
The narrative covers the status, abundance, seasonality and habitat. At the end of this a list of some of the birding localities/reserves where the bird is common (>10% RR or >30% RR) is presented.   

7. Annotated Checklist  (see example below) 

Coqui Francolin   Peliperdix coqui   Swempie   
R7:p62  R6: 188 

Fairly common breeding resident found mainly in the Bushveld in savanna, woodland and transitional grassland, mainly north of the Magaliesberg, but also in wooded country in the Schurverberge, Witwatersberg and north of Randburg. It is uncommon on the Highveld. 

Common in the Dinokeng Quadrant and particularly in broadleaved woodland, such as at Borakolalo. In our region is near the southern-most extent of its global range, although it extends into the Southern North-west Province and much of KwaZulu-Natal as far south as the Transkei. 
Abe Bailey, Buffelsdrift Cons, De Tweedespruit cons, Ditholo, Doornkloof, Groenkloof, Leeuwfontein, Mdala, Ndabushe, Rietvlei, Roodeplaat, Rustig, Rust de Winter, Seringveld, Tswaing, Vlaklaagte, Wallmanstall, Ezemvelo, Borakolalo.  
Crested Francolin   Dendroperdix sephaena  R7:p63  R6: 189

A common breeding resident that clearly favours Acacia thornveld, mixed woodland or riverine scrub and is rather uncommon in broadleaved woodland. Confined almost entirely to the Bushveld north of the Magaliesberg. A few isolated records in suitable habitat south of the Magaliesberg.  Its distribution in our region is close to the southern extent of its global range, except in the Zululand region. 
Borakolalo , Buffelsdrift Cons, Ditholo, Leeuwfontein, Kgomo-kgomo, Mdala, Mkhombo, Ndabushe, Rietvlei, Roodeplaat, Rustig, Rust de Winter, Seringveld, Tswaing, Wolfhuiskraal, Zaagkuildrift
Grey-winged Francolin   Scleroptila africanus   Bergpatrys   R7:p64  R6: 190 E-SA
A localised breeding resident, endemic to South Africa and Lesotho, found in montane grassland, usually above 1 800 m, in short grass among scattered bushes.  In our region this species is restricted to the higher lying areas (above 1700m) of the Suikerbosrand Ridge, and may co-exists with Red-winged Francolin, although the latter is more common at lower altitudes. Can be fairly common in suitable habitat. 

Suikerbosrand
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